
Northwest Fire District 
A Journey into ArcGIS Online 

One Fire Department’s story 



Some Stuff about NWFD 

 Largest Tax Based 

District for Fire in 

Arizona 

 143 SQ miles 

 120,000 population 

 10 Stations 

 14,500 calls for 

service 



The Conundrum 

 Public Fire Board  

◦ Directs us to serve those that have paid for 
the service.  

◦ Areas of NO service 

◦ Only Allowed to Respond to Taxpayer 
Problems.   

 

 911 – Emergency Service Numbers (ESN) 
maintained by MSAG coordinator at City 
of Tucson. 



The Consequences 



The GIS 

 Northwest Annexes Parcels To Expand 
Service 

 AND Grow Our Revenue Stream 

 Annexation approved –  

◦ Submitted to MSAG morning after 

◦ Submitted to Arizona Dept of Revenue – up 
to 1 year Lag 

◦ 30 Day Comment Period (To appeal 
annexation) 

 Pima County Firedist Shape 

 



Annexation Process 



Rules of Engagement 

 Property Owner Request 

 Large Multi Owner 

Annexations 

◦ 51% of the owners 

◦ 51% of the Value 

 Must be Contiguous 

 No Islands allowed 

◦  (Holes or Disconnects) 



Annexation Process 



An Example 

 



Oops 



On to the Demonstration! 

 



Time for Questions! 



Contact Info  

 Jim Long 

 Jlong@northwestfire.org 


